
About the Friends of the Library 
  

Friends of the Alamogordo Public Library, founded in 1959, is a volunteer organization dedicated to supporting 

the Alamogordo Public Library. FOL members get early admission to book sales and get 10% off purchases; 

FOL provides supplemental funding to help support library programs and buy library books and equipment; 

sponsors several cultural events each year; and mobilizes public support on 

governmental issues affecting the library. Individual memberships are $5.00 

per year. Mailing address: 920 Oregon Avenue, Alamogordo, NM 88310  

 

FOL meets once a month to hear the reports of the various committees, the 

librarians, and the Alamogordo Public Library Board; vote on motions; and 

discuss future plans for the group. Officers are elected each June for a one-

year term. 
 

 

 

 

Join us! Fill out the form below and drop it off at the library or mail it to 

Friends of the  Library, 920 Oregon Avenue, Alamogordo, NM 88310. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the Library Membership Signup Sheet 
 

Join the Friends of the Alamogordo Public Library today! Membership is open to all individuals interested in 

the Alamogordo Public Library and in promoting its objectives. Drop off application at the library or mail it in 

to 920 Oregon Avenue, Alamogordo, NM 88310. 

 

 [   ]    Individual Membership  $5.00  Annual Dues 

 [   ] Business  Membership $10.00  Annual Dues 

 [   ]  Life Membership  $100.00 One Time Only 

 

First Name         Last Name         

  

Address                

 

City           State      Zip       

 

Phone Number                

  

Email Address                

 

Preferred Method of Contact:  Phone      Email       Postal Mail       

 

  The Bookworm 
  Friends of the Alamogordo Public Library 
 

 

Vote for Your New Library! - Bond Election March 10th 
 

There will be an Alamogordo city bond election on March 10 for several needed projects, including $3.5 million 

for the library building project. There are six questions on the ballot, and the library question is #1. Unlike the 

2005 bond election, voting Yes for the library will not increase your property taxes. 

 

The block of land and the old grocery store building one block west of the current library building (a $1,600,000 

value) have already been donated to the City for a library building. The State of New Mexico has granted 

$1,223,000 for the project and the Sheldon Trust has granted $520,000.  

(story continues on page 2). 

 
 

Why Libraries are Important  
 

Together with schools, churches and hospitals, libraries are one of the cornerstones of a healthy community. 

Libraries give people the opportunity to experience new ideas, explore great minds, and experience great art, 

while at the same time providing a sense of place of gathering.  

 

The Alamogordo Public Library reflects the diversity and character, and the needs and the expectations of our 

community. These needs and expectations are often extensive, and the services invaluable.  

 

The Alamogordo Public Library is often the only readily available source of comprehensive information needed 

by people for personal, family and job-related purposes.  Our community's economy benefits when business 

people use library resources to make wise business decisions, employees use it to improve job skills, or the 

disadvantaged use it to help break the cycle of poverty.  During economic hardship, our citizens turn to and 

depend on the library. 

 

Over summer vacations, evenings and weekends, the Alamogordo Public Library is the only library available to 

school children; for preschoolers and homeschoolers it is simply the only library available.  And the reference 

resources in public libraries are usually unavailable elsewhere in the community. 

 

Our library is a unique and valuable resource.  It is a lifeline to the world and all the information in it.  

Circulation in December 2008 at the Alamogordo Public Library surpassed December 2007 numbers by 9%.As 

members of this growing community, we ask you to please make a commitment to your library and to library 

service for all 

 

Support the Alamogordo Public Library! Visit it often. Use the materials. Speak with the staff. And continue to 

let your city commissioners know why the library matters to you! And please, vote for the library bond on 

March 10th! 
 

January - March 2009 



Library Celebrates 109th Birthday! 
 

On March 1, 2009, the library will celebrate its 109th birthday! The Friends of the 

Library would like to invite everyone in the community to join us in celebrating this 

momentous occasion. Refreshments will be served and door prizes will be given. In 

addition, the winners of the 2009 Adult Reading Challenge will be announced and 

awarded their prizes.  

 

Reception Held for Debbie Hayba, Library Director 
 

On January 11th, the Friends of the Library held a reception 

for new library director Debbie Hayba. This public 

reception gave the community a chance to get to know our 

new library director.  

 

In her short time at the library (her first day was October 6th, 2008), Ms. Hayba has 

assessed the situation and is making great efforts to help the library run more 

efficiently, and continue the libraryôs longstanding tradition of excellent service to the 

community.  

 

When asked about her experiences thus far, Ms. Hayba said ñWhat I like best about my 

job so far is the staff at the library. They work well together, pitching in and helping without having to be asked. 

They are a solid team that I am happy to be around. They are hard-working, and know how to laugh at difficult 

situations so as not to become overwhelmed by them. I could not have asked for a better work environment.ò 

 

Bond Election (continued from Page 1) 
 

With the economic downturn started and probably going to get worse, builders need work and this is a good 

time to build things. We will be paying for this project over the next twenty years, and most of the payments 

will be after good times have come back. - submitted by Allen Stenger, Friends of the Library, APL Foundation 

 

The new library is in your hands. We need all the help we can get in spreading the word and getting people out 

to vote. Please contact the APL Foundation at (575) 921-8002 if you can spare some time to volunteer. In the 

weeks leading up to the bond election, the Foundation will need phone work, door to door work, help with 

mailings and other assistance in passing the library bond.  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Alamogordo FOL meeting, Thursday, January 15, 6:30pm 

Libraryôs 109th Birthday Party, Sunday, March 1, 2:00-4:00pm 

50th Anniversary Celebration for the Alamogordo FOL, July 2009 

One City, One Book, October-November 2009 

"Art Explosion" art auction, Spring 2010 

 

 

 

Adult Reading Challenge 2009! 
 

Itôs that time of year again! On January 2nd, we kicked off 

the 2009 Adult Reading Challenge. We invite all eligible 

adults to pick up and entry form and start reading. The 

challenge ends February 27th. Prizes will be awarded to the 

winners at the libraryôs 109th birthday party on March 1. 

All attendees will be entered to win door prizes.  

 

This year we have a new category: full-time employees! We 

hope this new category will open up the competition to 

more people, and make it easier to participate even if you 

canôt spend your whole day reading. As in the previous 

challenge, we also have a category for homebound 

participants.  

 

In addition to fabulous prizes, the winners will also have the 

distinct privilege of picking out the book for this yearôs One 

City, One Book program (October-November 2009). Last 

yearôs winner, Nancy Hoke, chose George Orwellôs ñ1984ò after reading a whopping 52 books!  

 

The Adult Reading Challenge is open to all adults over the age of 18. All participants must have a valid 

Alamogordo Public Library card, and all books must be checked out from the library (audio books and large 

print books included).  

 

Pick up an entry form at the library front desk, or download the form at  the Friends of the Library website  

http://www.folbookworm.com/ARC2009.aspx.  

 


